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"As we happened to have been talking just now
about coal-mines," the advocate went on, "what has
become of his big company? This is the sort of em-
ployment that would suit me, and I could make my-
self useful to them while preserving my own
independence."
Frederick promised that he would introduce him
to the banker before three days had passed.
The dinner, which he enjoyed alone with Madame
Dambreuse, was a delightful affair. She sat facing
him with a smile on her countenance at the opposite
side of the table, whereon was placed a basket of
flowers, while a lamp suspended above their heads
shed its light on the scene; and, as the window was
open, they could see the stars. They talked very
little, distrusting themselves, no doubt; but, the mo-
ment the servants had turned their backs, they sent
across a kiss to one another from the tips of their
lips. He told her about his idea of becoming a can-
didate. She approved of the project, promising even
to get M. Dambreuse to use every effort on his be-
half.
As the evening advanced, some of her friends pre-
sented themselves for the purpose of congratulating
her, and, at the same time, expressing sympathy with
her; she must be so much pkined at the loss of her
niece. Besides, it was all very well for newly-mar-
ried people to go on a trip; by-and-by would come
incumbrances, children. But really, Italy did not re-
alise one's expectations, They had not as yet passed
the age of illusions; and, in the next place, the
- honeymoon made everything look beautiful. The last
two who remained behind were M. de Grtmonvifle
and Frederick. The diplomatist was not inclined to